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The following article explains how to convert an AbiWord native file format (abw) to a PDF document. The conversion is made with the novaPDF converter, which allows creating a PDF from any Windows program that has printing support. Use the Download page to download and install the novaPDF application on your computer to be able to make the conversion.






NOTE: Due to lack of Windows developers on the open source project for AbiWord, there is no longer a Windows version available for download. AbiWord for Windows was thus discontinued, the article below applies to older versions of AbiWord (v2.x or older).



Abw is the native file extension for the AbiWord cross platform word processor. One of the main advantages of the file format is the increased portability as it can be opened and managed on all the major Unix/Linux systems, Mac OS and Windows. The AbiWord application is designed mostly for end users and for simple documents written on a day to day basis, it is very easy to install and manage and takes very small computer resources. However the abw files are dependable on the AbiWord application to also be installed on the computer and cannot be opened by any other readers or editors so having the abw file converted to a PDF provides advantages such as faster file management and sharing, the possibility to add security features and signatures to the file etc.



Abw to PDF conversion



To be able to convert an abw file to a PDF you will need AbiWord installed along with the novaPDF converter. After you have finished with these prerequisites, you are ready to convert your file by following these steps:

	Open the abw file in AbiWord by clicking on File -> Open or Ctrl + O to browse for it on the local computer or over the network.
	After opening the file go to File -> Print or press Ctrl + P and when the printer list opens choose novaPDF as the printer name.
	Click on OK and in the Save PDF File dialog choose additional options like PDF merging, e-mail sending, choosing a custom path to save the PDF in and more.
	After the conversion is completed the PDF will open in the default PDF reader if selected.
	Once you have the file in PDF format, you can setup bookmarks, watermarks, document information, add signatures on it and more.




There isn't much resemblance between these 2 formats as they are mostly useful in different situations however using the PDF format for your everyday work or other personal interests has many advantages over having the file in abw format as you have more options at your disposal for multimedia and presentations, you have a ISO standardization for file sharing and archiving and you can customize the same file for multiple purposes (sensitive information protection, high quality graphics, interactivity with other type of media).
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Convert to PDF with novaPDF



novaPDF is a PDF converter that allows creating PDF files from any Windows application that supports printing. This tutorial shows some examples on ...
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Convert DjVu to PDF



DjVu (deja vu) is an open source file format currently maintained by Caminova. Because the format is not widely distributed, many users prefer to conv...





Author: Adrian (Softland)


Last updated: 24 November 2020


View article







Convert Email to PDF



This tutorial shows how to convert e-mail messages to PDF (using novaPDF) from the following mail clients: Microsoft Outlook, the Windows Mail app or ...
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Convert SVG to PDF: How to create PDFs from vector graphic files



The following tutorial shows how easy it is to convert a SVG file to a PDF document by using novaPDF along with multiple applications capable of openi...
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Convert DWG to PDF: How to create PDFs from DWG or DXF files



This tutorial shows how to use novaPDF to convert a DWG file to a PDF document (with or without having AutoCAD installed). The process is very easy, ...
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We develop software that matters since 1999. These are our products: Backup4all/FBackup (backup apps) - novaPDF/doPDF (PDF creators) - Soft112/Apps112 (Download portals) - Enquoted (Quotes database).
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